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Dear Member, .

This Journal appears later than usual mainly due to my
transfer from Bembesi to the edge of Bulawaye at the end of July.
Having set up my new camp 9% miles from Bulawayo on the 0ld Essex-

“wale Foad I had to turn to preparations for the Bulawayo Show Snake

Park; building new cages and painting old ones and thean a lagt min=-
ute dash down to Balle Balla in search of cobras for the Show (this
yielded a fine 4'9" kaja n. moggambica ). Consequently I am now a

 month behind with corresponderce and routine identification of

material., Several articles that I intended to write up for this
journal must wailt till the next issue., This includes a teport on

a flying visit to Zeitbridge over nhodes & Founders weekend, when
Luchi Ralarin and myself collected 43 Afrcedura trangvaalica.and a
resume of the thiee races of Digpholidus typus found in the Feder-
ation. However Charles Sweeney and Desmond Vesey-FitzGerald have

“contributed interesting articles and there are three useful case
~histories.

Good Hunting, .
Donald G. Broadley,
Hon., Secretary/Treasurer, H.A.Z.




e
~a, <

2
MOTES Ci RHAMPHICPHIS QXYEHYNCHUS ROSTRATUS (PETERS) IN NYASALARND.
By Charles Sweeney.

The Besked-Snake, or Sharp-nosed Snake as it is sometimes less
suitably called, is & common back-fanged kyazsaland species that is
fourd also in S. Rhodesis (Broadley) and Wozembioue (Sweeney). It
is called Cidysmsana by the people of the Lower Shire River valley
and Kasunjumere by th& Yao further north in kyasaland, although it
ig mixed by many Africans with Pgommophis sibilens and occasionally
other species.

It is o relstively large snake, aotteining o maximum length- of some
5 feet, although specimens over 4 feet are relatively very rare. The
longest specimen I have taken in Iyasaland measured 1493 (1080 =~ 41%)
mm. , bgt the mean length of 2% specimens was 850 um, {excluding juv=
eniles ).

In the field the Besoked-Sncke ig sometimes mistaxen for Egammophis
gibilang, the Sun-Snake®, which it superficially resembles, paitice
ularly in colour, size znd sbility to move quickly. It is at once

readily distinguished from the latter by the greatly enlarged

rostral that forms =z bird-like besk protruding well beyond the apex
of the lower jaw, snd the characteristic blackish or dark brown
oblique stripe on each side of the head running through the eye.

" The head ig narrow and elongate oval in shape and there is no
distinct reck. The eye is smoll with a round pupil. The superior
lebials number 7-9 snd the 4th and 5th, or the 5th alone, enters the
orbit. There nre 1-3% (norm-1lly 2-3%) preoculars and 2-3% (unormally 2)
postoculars; a loreal is present.

The body is sub~cylindrical arnd basically the colour of the dorsunm
is uniform grey but there is almost inviriably o suffuse warm brown
wash or the colour is a warm brownishe-griey, or occaslonally somewhat
pirnkish-brewn. The Fgum of the head and neck is usually darker
than the rest of thé, particularly in younger specimens and almost
blsckish in some. The dorsal scales zre each edged with dark brown
or blackish, sspecially anteriorly, :nd the scales are not imbricated.

‘The outer rows of dorsals become lighter in colour and the outermost

row on each gide become zlmost the szme colour as the whitish or
crepmy=white ventral plates where they meet. The upper lip is pale
like the lower lip and chin.

In general the colour of this species tends to vary little in
different specimens and nuwnerous specimens the writer has found in
Nyasaland, Mozambique and the Sudan have been very similar in app-
earance., It appears to be one of the least varluble of African
snakes in colouration.

There are 17 dorgnl scale rowg; 148-192 ventrals; 87~1138 pairs of
subcrudals and the znal scale 18 divided.

Although previously aopparently recordsd in :yas alend only from the
Fort Johnston zrea, the writer has recorded this gpecies also near
Szlima and near Ntakatake on the Lakes; and in the Lower Shire Kiver

*hiThough usualiy cailed the "Rigsing Sand-Snake" in English (a

neme that is singulerly inzppropriate, since this species does not
hiss nor is it confined to sandy country) I prefer to call this snake
from the Cinyanja, Ljoks Zuwa or Sun-Snzke, 2 much better name since
it is a diurncl snaoke guite frequently found basking in the sun,
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velley where it 1s particulsrly common sand widsly distributed;

on the Lisungwe flver neer katope axnd on the kyilks Platesu. During

the last three months of 1956 I i1eccorded the Besked-Snaxe twice in
the Lower hiver; in 1557 tweniy~-two times; in 1958 thirteen times

“and in 1559 to dste seven times, ‘

- _All the =zbove reccrds with the exception of the Hyika are for _
places below 2,000 feet aomd the Bezked -Srske has been regarded as
a completely lowlard form until Auzust 1958 when the ~uthor, to
bls surprise, tcok two specimens on the bylka Plateau some 7,000
feet esbove ses~level. Both these specimens were discovered in the
open, lying on a roadwvay sbout 500 yards apart and taking sdvantage
of the verk everdng sunlight on the blesk wind-swept plateau after
a day of lcy wind snd cloudy corditions. Both were virtually incap=-

- eble of movement due to the low temperature and made no attempt to

escepe when picked up. -

The Becked-Snake is 2 semi-burrowing diurnel species and in my
experience 1s & very docile cresture that never attempts to bite and
mey be hendled withcout difficulty, althoush it is of aulte 2 nervous
disposition sund readily =zlaried.

1 haeve found. it either by sccident in the open or teken it from
holes. As a lelr it normally utilises o0ld deserted mammal burrows,
such as those mede by mony rodents: irsect excavations such as
deserted termite meounds and even occasionslly the holes mude by
large crickets (Brzchytrupes membransceus) where these lead to more
extensive crecks or soil cevities; piles of old bricks and old brick
kilns, porticulsrly shewr these heve been rartially buried in soilg
below fallen tree-trunks and asmongst the roots of laige fig-trees or
hellow baocbabs, Stercuiin africans, snd suchlike places. I also once -
found - young specimen huliwey up = high river bank in the burrow of
a Cermine Bes-sater (Merops nubicoides) on the RHuo Ziver at Chiromo.

From my records the Seaked-orninke roimally trkes up residence in a
lair of the type describsd -~bove =nd often uses the same retreat for
the rest of its life if not disturbed. :

I hove urnder cbservation at the present time omne %37 foot specimen
that 1s living in 2 pile of butied bricks and stones orn the Govern.
ment dzperimentol Stetion at kakange. This sneke has lived in the
same sbode now for almost 27 yeais at leagt. From the time that it
was firet observed it was nct interfered with znd it has not left
the locality; it is readlly recognised ss the same sncoke by @ scar
on ite bedy.

Ky obmeivations show that it Torages for food chiefly during the
late afterncon, but it is sometimes abrozd at middey even in hot,
sunny weather slthough it does wnot emerge every day. Since from early
morning untll middcy there are numercus Africsns in »nd around the
nearby buildings, the snake has probably become sccustomsd to rem—
alring in its retreat urtil the aiternoon, whern the zsres is deserted
of pecple and it con move withoul molestition, It has riot Deen seen
more then 300 yards from its leir and noritally seems to travel ouly
in-and. arcund the various ferm bulidings and a small grassy copse
neardy.

If alarmed snd in the opern it makes = bee-line for its hole, a
errow crevice between two bricks emvedded iu the ground and leading
to an extensive azrez of buried debris, In.cold, overcast weather it
normally remalus below ground 'nd it always retires before surdown.
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This perticuler specimen has been noted to feed on lizards

(Kobuys strista and M. waria) that are cominon round the buildings,

and amphibiens {fRatz oxyrhynchus znd -~ once observed during raoin

‘migration - Xenopus mueslieri). It has not been observed to feed on

other animals, but probably ests young rodents (Ratius natalengis,
the Multimemmate Eat,occurs in and around the farm buiidings for
example ),

In captivity here it has bsern found that this species lives
readily on skinks (Mnbuve spp.) end frogs, and occasionally will
eat small rodents (Saccostomus compestris and young Lemnicomys
griselds have been offered and accepted from time to time) and one
specimen nte a young shrew {Qrocidurs sp.). In my experience this
species much prefers lizards (skinks) to other prey =nd it chases
and catches these in a similar monner to that of Pgammophis sibilans.
Eowever, it has been recorded slsevhere as feeding on other sunakes,
birde ond beetles 2s well, and D.G.Broudley menticus in = letter
that his Kariba specimen has token tvo small birds but ignores rats
ond lizards. I have not otiempted to feed any of my specimens on
biids.

The Beaked-Snoke ig an oviparous species that lays a clutch of up
to ebout 2 dozen egis, the usual wumber being from six to tenm. FEach
egg varles in length by =28 wuch as 1Cmum. (35mm. to 45mm. ) and iz the

‘Lower Shire region of iyasalend the egss are deposited mainly in

December usnd Janu.iy cccording to my few records. 4 clutch of 8 eggs
of this species was found iu sn old brick-kiln in December, 1957 and
4 from thig clutch were were reared, the hatchlings emerging in late
April, 1958. Two other clulches were found in December and January,
but fziled to hotch, Seven s.gs were laid by one captive female, but
alsc failed to haotch. The Teral clutches were 2ll very well hidden
and ounly discovered by accident. The juveniles are about &% iuches
loung on hatching.
In captivity the Beaked-Sroke will swim and dive readily =nd it

reculres to drink gulte fredusutly. Feral specimeng have been noted

to drink as well, ard the specimern under observation at the Experi-

mental Stetion mernticued obove often tekes a drink before starting
its guest for food.

There seems 1ittle doubt that the 3ezked=~Snake is o purely terr-
estrial species and to my knowledge it hms never been discovered
climbing <rees c¢r bushes. For this rezson I do not thisk that its
nermal prey can ianclude meay birds, especinlly in this reglon wheze
ground-nesting birds are virvtually absent. It may, however, some-
times catch small ground-feeding birds such as the common Cordon
8leu, although I heve found no birds in stomach cnulyses.

In coptivity the 3ecked-Suake will sometimes climb readily and it
will rest in small bushes if these are availcrble in a vivarium, in
e similar waoner to the Sun=-Sn=ke,

The Beaked-Sucrke has o habit thet is usually nssccisted with arb-
oreal sunakes, hovever. This is an ability to swell the neck region,
As in the Bocmsleong (Digpholidus typug) the swelling is cylindrical
and nct doisc-ventrally compressed as in the cobra, although, unlike
the Bcomglang, the 3eaked=Snrke does not scem to be able to awell
more then the neck and 2 small portion of the anterior body and the
swelling is not great. Possibly if violewtly excited it might be
able to produce 2 greater expansion, but it w.s only citer a year or
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more of familiarity with thls species that the wrlter observed thig
pheniomenon and ¢ number c¢f specimens have refused cltogether to
react in this manner simce. It is certainly cunly with the greatest
reluctance that the Beaked-Snnke will exhibit at 21l and, like
cther snakes with this 2bility, it does so only in ansger and pres-
umebly in en attempt at intimidation.

Like Philothemnug irrcgularis and some other snakes, the Beaked-
Snake will oftewn raise 1ts head and $=12 inches of the anterior
body to a vertical position when moving slowly along or when stat—
ionary., This is done in oider to obtain = better view, apparently,
and irn spite of its rather small eyes, this reptlle can detect move-
merts from o considerable distance. A ferzsl specimen was observed
to spot and give chase to a skink when the latter was some 18 ieet
away, the snake being attrazcted in the first place by a movement on
the part of the lizard. Captive speclmens have shown the same alert-
ness vwhen hunting. 5

THE WATER COBRAS OF MPULUNGU. 3y Desmond Vesey-FitzGerald.

Vpulungu is the northerrnmost towaship in the Federation and the
only port of lcrthern Rhodesia, although one supposes this claim
may soon be challenged on Lake Xariba., Tc¢ Fhodesisn herpetologists
the place is of 1nte1est as the home of the Water~Cobra, Boulenserina
annulate stormgl, which i1s endemic to Lake Tenganyiks, My friend,
the well-known student of Ieptiles, Mr. C.J.FP.lonides, who has
sought water cobras at many pleces round the lake, assures me that he
has never found them to be so commen as at Mpulungu. Certainly his
visit to us last year will be long remembered, especially as he
started his snake catching operations on the day the S.S. Liemba was
in port.

Iodine, tc give him the nanme by which he is knovwn throughout Zast
Africa, ceitalnly knows his job and came well prepared for his ex-
plc1ts. Armed with snake-sticks and tongs, bags and boxes, he posted
his staff on the jetty which is constructed of loose boulders. The
cool of the eveming scud mornlng was the best time for the hunt and
except for the fact that Todine vas kept running backwairds and for-

wards frcm ome end of the jetty to the other anwsering view-holloa's

from the bystenders, 1t was the essiest snake catching ex-
cursion I have ever wiinessed. The #ater Cobras must be extremely
abundant ot Mpulungu because he socn caught a couple of dozen withe-

-out seemingly reducing the population tc & noticeable extent.

His method was very efficient. As scon as nny part of a2 snake was
seen it was grabbed in a pair of tongs on the end of z leng pole,
the tongs being closed by pulling & wire which could be clamped
dcwn tlghtly so that the grip wss secure. As scon as thie manoeuvre
was performed a trial cf strength began. Scme of the snskeg were over
seven feet long, and such monsters wedged themselves among the rocks
with terrific power. During the struggle further holds were obtained
on the snake and eventually, perhaps after part of the structure of’
the jetty hod been removed, the great serpent would be landed =zmong
the scattering bystenders! Iodine always heondles polsonous snskes
himself, he never lsts his numerous staff run zny risk of being bit-
ten. With placksmiths tongg he now pilnued down the ilrascible reptile
and with a bag tuwned 1uside ocut cver his hand he seized its head.
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Glove~like the snake wag then enveloped in the bag and the prize
was securely tied up.

Todine's snakes go all over the world, indeed he must ve one of
the most active suppliers of live reptiles for every sclientific
and educational institute and the importance of his work is per-
haps not appreciated by many pecple. Indeed how can one expect
Pe0.le who habitually kill = snake to appreciate a persch who pract-
icaEly never heimg one? But Jike go many people who are geitiug on
with @ job he 1s irked by petty regulations. And in these 1T tried to
help him. The laws of our Federation state that one must get a per-
mit to export any produce from the territory, so I went demurely to
the customg suthorities tc ask for the necessary export permit on
hig behalf. I got it alright 2nd .2s given to undesrstand into the
bargin that if I didn't take myself and the snakes to the most
distant country on the globe in double guick time, some other Federal
law would be applicable., The next regulation proscribed that all
live—-stock for export must be examined by a veterinary surgeon. My
spplication for this service led me to believe that my stock would

not remain alive for very long if I produced it for inspection: By

contrast the airways company was most obliging =nd expedited the dis-
patch of the specimens from their office =25 socon as humanly possible!

Only oné problem remained to be solved cnd that was how to get some
really good photograrhs of Boulenserins. Cbviously there were diff-
iculties to photographing the snakes in the water and on land the
gsurroundings would be most unnatursl. Ihe squash court at the- Aber-
ccrn Club provided the perfect answer, snd morecver this was an en-
vironment thet was rot likely to be freguented during norm:il working
hours by sportsmen who might object to it being used zs a snake pit.
However I ncticed that the spectators gallery was thronged with pso-
ple who had found it convenient to take the moruing off in order to
see the fun!

CASE HISTORY OF A BROWiH MAMBA BITE Iy »ORTHER: EHODESIA.

By P.H.Read and D.Il.Foster, ¥.D. Edited by D.G.Broadley.

Mr, P.H.Fead of Xagempa was bitten on the left ring finger at
approx. 3.00 in the zfternoon of Jure 17th 1958 by a Scuthern 3rown
Mzmba (Dendroaspis p. polylepis) which measured 10'5%". While the
mamba was being transferred from a sack to a cage it struck through
the sack and one fang penetrated the finger, leaving a bleeding
puncture. The victim sucked the puncture and spat out the blood.

He was taken .o Kaonde Hospital at the nezrby Misslon, where he
arrived within 5 minutes of being bitten, by this time his throat
was very painful and he had difficulty in swallowing. A laceration
through the fang puncture was made and the blood was sucked out., The
patient complained of severe pain in the bitten finger, Several cc's
of pol valent antivenene serum were injected into the finger and the
remainder of the 5 cc ampoule was injected into the buttocks.

The patient's ccondition generally vwas good in spite of the shock,

‘his blood pressure did not fall zemarkably. Within helf an hour of

the bite the patient complained of severe tightness cf the chest and
had obvious difficulty in breathing. A short time later he began to
show marked spesms of his skeletal muscles. He was given a further

5 cc's of serum, ’ ‘
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The patient complained of severe pein in his finger snd the digit
began to swell markedly, later the swelling extended to hils entire
hand. Te reieage the paln it was necegsary -to give him pethidine,
Later the tip of his finger becaume geugrenous and sloughed off, [t
took several weeks for this to heal and a vear after the bite the
patient has no finger-print on the bitten finger.

After hig initial respiratory distress and spasmg the patient
rested comfortably for several hours. About 7.30 in the. evening he
again developed trouble with breathing and had muscular spasms., He
was given another 5 c.c. of serum and sedation. Throughout the
evening he had several other minor attacks, but slept ieagsonably
well and the next dey looked and felt much better. As a result
later thet dsy he was permitted to retura home, Within an hour of
his return he began to have respiratory distress asgain with mugcular
spasmg. He was returned to the Hospltal where he was gilven calclium
gluconate intravenocusly and sedatives. He remained in the Hospital -
for two days, with decreasing episodes of difficulty. ko paralyses
were observed. The patient was discharged at 4 p.m. on the 20th.

 CASE HISTORY OF A GREEN MAMBA EITE IE SULAWAYO. By D.G.Broadley.

At 6.10 p.m. on 24th August 1959 D.K.Blake was bitten on the ball
of the left thumb by a 7 foot Green Mamba (Deudroaspis arigugsticeps )
from Tangeuyika. The snakes on exhibition at the Bulawayo Show
Snake Park were being packed im bugs for the night and as Dave was

tying up & bag contolning two Green Mambas cne of them struck

through the bag and one fang entered his thumb leaving & bleeding
puncture. Dave sucked the digit while 1 tcok out my firgst aid kit
from my breast pocket. Within a minute of the bite I applied lig-

atures at the base of the digit.and the wrigt. I then took a razory

blade and mede two cuts an inch long and ¥ inch deep along the ball
of the thumb; heving induced as much bleeding as possible 1 applied
suction orally.

Five minutes after the bite the patient zas feeling faint and
complained of pain in the thumb. He was wrapped up and treated for
shock, efter ten minutes the first ligature was removed and another
one applied at the elbow. Twenty minutes after the bite the pain
had reached the lower arm, but it progressed nc further and no
further symptoms were observed. An hour after the bite the petient
was feeling perfectly it and a statement wos given to the press.
It appears that in this case the first aid treatment was admin-
istered scon enough to contein and eliminate the venom before it
advanced beyond the thuab.

KOTES Oi TEE AMPHIBIA CF SOUTHELKL EHODESIA. PART 3.
By Father K.Tasman, S.J.
FANA ADSPERSA ADSPERASA (Tschudi)

The Bull Fiog, the well known giant of 1ts suborder, is classed
with the family Fanidee, the typical frogs, in spite of its app-~
earsnce. The body is large cnd bloated; limbs stout; head broad
with a remarkebly wide mouth. humerous small teeth in the upper jaw,
none in the lower jaw, but there are two hard, sharp projections

where you would find canines 1in carnivorcus animals. Dorsal surface
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with & number of gkin glands, fcorming irregular folds or ridges.
First finger of male swollen and da rk (Hewitt). On the hind foot
igs a shovel-like process {pre- hallﬂx) used in burrowing. Colour
mogtly gresu or greyish-green above with some pale or yellowisgh
stripes on the dorsal ridges =znd some pale spots laterally; below
more or less bright yellow, Juveniles have more distinct dorsal
stripes. Length 6-7 inches, with a width of about 5 inches.
Localities: Driefontein; Kutoma; Zwimba keserve; Triashill Mission,
hakoni. Widespread but irregular in distribution.

RAbA DELALARDII DELALALDII (Dumeril & 35ibron)

Delaland's Burrowing~Frog is much smsller than the Bull Frog,
but is included with it in the subgenus Pyxicephalus. iumerous in
some areas, it is seldom geen until aifter good rains. Body and hind
limbg gtout with =2 shovel process on the hind feet., It might at
first sight be taken for o toad, not only for its shape but because
of the presence of small warts on the back. Colour is variable -
above brown or greyish, sgometimes slightly greenish with darker
gspots or blotches and o rather large pale patch behind the head
Thig patch ig often cdistinctly reddish-brown, but still discernable.
There mey be a pale median halr-~line and a broken one on either side.
The eye has a golden iris. Lenétb -~ body a little over 2 inches:
hind 1imb 4 tc % inch longer. The heart-shaped tadpoles may be seen
in large numbers in shaliow water and temporary roadside puddles.
Localities: Triashill kigsion; Kutamaj} Driefontein; Saligbury.

F/I /. FUSCIGULA ANGOLESSIS, Bocage

The Angols Dusky-throated Frog is one of our commonest of our
water frogs. It is agile, a great jumper, excelleat diver and under
water swimmer., When fully grown it is large sud has long hind legs.
The snout ig polinted; on the back are a few short skin folds. The
feet are well webbed, but not as far as the tips of the foes. Adult
male with a conspicucus bulboug thickening on the first finger
(Hewitt), Tympanum of coasiderable size, Colour - usually some shade
0of green dorsally with dark spots and bletches, z pale middorsal
Streak There msy be dark marks and reticuletions om the throal and
underside. Lenmgth = body about 3 iunches; hiand limb 4% to 5 inches.
Likely to be found in any place where there are permanent streams
and pools. Localities: Driefontein; Chilimanzi heseive; Makumbi;
Monte Cassino (where there were some particularly good specimens).

EANLA OXYRHYLCHUS OXYRHYLCHUS A.8mith

The Sharp-snouted Frog is also a weter frog, but is smaller than
H.f.zngolengig. It has a long polnted snout; slits on each side of
the throagt, through which the vocal sacs pIotrude when croaking.

The tympanum is about the same size as the eye. On the dorsal sur-
face there are sbout 8 long, continuous skin Iolds, those on the
outside almest reaching the grein. The toes are webbed nearly to the
tips. This frog is in the top class as a jumper. Colour - as I

kriow 1it, 5rey15h green above, but it has been described as dark brown
and there aore usually darker blotches., Dr. Lose says that " a sandy
brown triangle on the snout appears characteristic" as may be a

small reddish streak on each side of the head. I have zalso zncted,
sometimes, some thin pinkish stripes on the gides of the body.
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Below it is white wmithout dark markings. Length of body 1% to 2
inches, the hind leg roughly twice as long. Localltles: Kusami;
Salisbury.
RAL A MASCAPERIENSTIS MASCARELTERSTS Dumeril & 3ibron

The Mascarene Grass~Frog »1ll gernerally be Iound in assoclation
with the two species juslt described and 1t zgrees with them in
several sharacters. It has o similar pointed snout and slits at
the gide of the throat. Cn the back are 6-8 skin-folds, the inner
and outer of which extend almost the wshdle length, the intermedizte
ones may be somewhat broken. The tympanum ig narrower than the eye.
The toes are webbed for some iwo~thirds c¢f their length. On the hind
foot one mey nctice a prowinent hard tubercle, which indicates a
burrowing habit . Colour =~ brown or olive w%ith = rather broad pale
stripe along the centre of the back and a thinuer one along each
side ; rows of dark spots foiming cross~bands; a thin yellow streesk
along the leg above and also some cross-bands; throat ysllow and
gsome yellow on the thighs. The stripes and bands of this species
seeli to be distinctive, Length - not far shert of 2 inches, with a
hind leg nearly 34 inches. Localities: Driefontein; Monte Cassino.

RAL A GAL.MENSIS DARLILGI (Boulenger)

The Golden~backed Frog is a grass-frog which I have oaly come
2c108s 1n one place to my kuowledge. 1t is however known Irom other
widely separated ports of Southern Ehodesia. It 1s a good gquick

- junper and not easy to catch. The snout is moderately pointed and

the body is fairly stoul snteriorly. The tympsnun 1s not gquite as
large as the eye, The toes are webbed from ¥ to 2/3 of their length.

I have noted = hard tubsrcle on the hind foot zs in L.magscareniengis,

Colour -~ = broad pale golden bsnd from snout to rump, with maybe a

‘greenish tinge posteriorly. Sides block or a dark chocolate brown

edged with pale yellow. Throat snd belly mottled and spotted with
white or yellowish and dark brown; legs also wmottled and spotted.
Length of largest - 2.2 inches with 2 hind limb of 3.7 inches.
Locality: Mounte Cassine, Macheke,

(To be concluded). _ .
CASH HISTORY OF A PUFTFADDEL BITE Ir SALISBURY. By M.R.French.

On 2lst April 1559 at 4.50 p.m. while plcking up a young puffadder
(Bitis arietans arietans) 10" in length I received a full bite with
coth fangs on the top jolnt of my thumb., I immediately lacerated my
thunb between and across the punctures and agalun below them on the
joint. I then appiied a tournicuet around my wrist and another at

2y elbow. At 5.00 p.m. I had a dizzy spell and fainted. 5.10 -

fainted again. Two cups of black coffee made me feel better. AT 5.40
1 gzve myself 10 cc's of aunti-venene at the site of the bite and in
the biceps (later found to be time-explred serum). Taken to Hospital
at 6.50 ard received 20 cc's of anti~venene in the buttocks. Left
Hospital at 9.30 p.m. &t 9.00 a.m. the following day wy hand started
to gwell and the thumb was very painful, this lasted for two days. 1
received 1,000,000 units of penicillin per day for 7 days. The site
of the bite became tlack and sloughed away, the thumb became inflam-
ed and the skin sloughed. Three weeks loter the tip of the thumb is

- gtill numb and I am unable to bend the thumb completely.
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